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which not only save labour but do very much better work
than the local ones. Furrow-turning ploughs are essential
for cleaning the land, and unless the land is clean crops will
not thrive, though pests will. Well-ploughed land retains
more moisture than badly ploughed land, and is therefore
less dependent on regular rain or irrigation. There are
many kinds of good furrow-turning ploughs, and some are
made in the towns and villages of several districts. The
cheaper kinds are Meston, Hindustan, and Hissar; the more
expensive are the Raja, Punjab and Chattanooga. These
latter do much the better work but cost more and require
better bullocks and more skilful ploughmen. The first
ploughing after harvest should invariably be done with a
furrow-turning plough.

Cheap drills evolved by the Agricultural Department are
now available for sowing various kinds of seeds. Then
there are harrows, cultivators, scythes, cane crushers, gur
furnaces, sugar mills, chaff-cutters and winnowers. Tractors
and power machinery are not recommended for the small
fields and holdings of the Punjab, but the small oil-engine
is good value for pumping, chaff-cutting, oil-pressing,
grinding flour and milling rice. Weeding can be done much
more quickly standing up with a long-handled hoe than
squatting down and using a kurpa or ramba.

8. Common sense and hard work. The Punjab is a
country of small holdings, and so the methods of a rancher
are out of place and, whatever crops he is growing, the nearer
the farmer approaches to the methods of the market
gardener, the more likely is he to see his way home every
harvest.

The Punjab farmer works very hard when he is ploughing,
sowing and reaping, but he loses much of the value of this
hard work by failing to work steadily day in and day out